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The oft yadesos i the Virginins affair 18
publiah aa wore continued nt Wash-
fngton the fupression that Gen, Sicklvs had joft
Madrul ‘nstolar s asked to beoomoe o
Bt el mo's Cabinet, but he declined. Gen,
Moriou o superaediod, The British troops
will eptor A ee terrtory on the 16th of January.

In the Be veaterday the Judwiary Committee
pepart pe Honse Bankroptey Wil with amend-
monts Cnae Salary U woa discusasd 3 Mr. Bogy
nidifiras 4 gate on the Guanelal question, Tavonng
an wtlation of tue eurrency. o the House more than
1 bilia wtreduced  and  referred;  the
Atmy  Apprepclation Wi, appropriasting  §24.440,915,
whe [y and  made & specinl  order for
TuraMy of oot weed ; the Sapplementary Civil Blghta
pill was tolen up  avd  discussed ;.  Mr, Stepbens

of Gegrois wode a long speech, tn which he ndwmitisd
that lus stlon sprung fromw ne prejodice on e
count of eoior, The House Comwmiitee on Railways and
Canals bas sereed to o bill rezulating charges by rail-
rosdafor teonaporting passangers and freight. The Mili-
tary Comnmittes is about equally divided as to the course
10 be pursicd 1 the sase of Gen. Howard, The Civil
Bervice Cotisittes  will begin sn  mvesugation on
Wodnesday to determine whether the busigess of the
Government caunot be naged more 1ly.

Prosidont Grant bad a conference with leading Repub-
fican Scustors yeaterday regurding the Chief Justice-
shiip, and it e probable that Mr. “Villiams's nomination
be withidrawa in & day or two, === The Espublican
Suens st Albany nominated Messrs, Husted
and O'Doduell for Speaker and Clork, === The Louisi
aoa Lagislature assgmbled and recoived Gov. Kellogg's
message, which e nds a oo Ivdati of the
Biate debt. === Mayor Cobb's annual message shows
the not 1ndebiedness of Boston to be nearly $29,000,000.
e—= R. Il. Kowland, Treasurer of Richland County,
Ouin, s aticonded with over $110,000,

A reorganization of the Board of Assistant Aldermen
wits offeeted by the sloction of & Democratic President
in apite of the ohjections of the RBepublioans, ===
Mayor Muutsr in his message to the Brooklyn Board of
Alderimen wlv taud bome rale rather
thsn apocial legpsiation. === Bomo of the masked
rubbers who have been plundering suburban residouces
worn arrestedl A letter thie! was ecommitted for trial.
A murdor was perpetrated in Morrisanis, and a probably
fatal asaiilt took place in a bar-room. ===— A deloga-
tion o workingmen conferred wita the Assistaut Alder-
et 17 Pegard Lo the scarcity of Work. s—== Gold, 111},
1ilj, 111§ Thermometer, 45°, 417, 33°.

will
Ascrmby !

It ia hoped that the series of brigand-like
rohberies that have been commitied in this
vicinity are brought to au end, at last. The
arrest of a gang of thieves, yesterday, scems
to brive to light a fair amount of evidence
connceting the arrested men with the raids on
New-Rochaelle, Staten Island, and other places.
These robberies were probably all the werk of
one band, resembling the laud pirates of the
notorieus Murrell.

Gov, Kellogg's message to the Louisiana
Leysiviaturo is not a cheerful document, With
a debt AF more than twenty-four millions to
provide for, the financial situntion naturally
canses much anxiety, and the Governor con-
fossen that further payment of the aceruing
jnterest must entail a taxation which will
amoi to eonfiseation.  This is the result of
the lonz misrule of an unfortupate State.
The way out of it is not clear.

¢ kTl

The Freneh Court of Inquiry into the Ville
du Havee disaster has aequitted Capt. Sur-
wont of a1l blame in the matter. The British
Court hul previonsly exonerated Capt. Robert-
gon of the Loch Earn. The French Court
deciden that the seamansiip on the Loch Farn
was couttary to the Intoruatioual Maritime

Code. These two deciions, then, clear the
rospective eaptains of the two vessels. Neither
is to be blamed. We must expect that the
inquiries are not yet ended. [If meither Capt.
Surmont nor Capt. Roberlson is responsible
for the disaster, who ia?

——————

A specinl meeting of the Bar Association ia
to be held this evening, to take action on the
Bankrupt Law, and to consider the nomina-
tion of Mr. Williams as Chief Justice of the
United Btates, An expression of opinion from
the Bar of New-York on these two important
subjects will command attention at Washing-
ton, and may be productive of great good. At
any rate, the Associntion will do well to ex-
presa itseli freely upon the question of the
Chief-Justiceship, in which the whole profes-
sion 18 8o deeply mterested, The call for the
meeting is sgned by Henry Nicoll, C. A.
Huand, F, F. Marbury, Wm. M. Prichard, ex-
Judge Howland, Albert Stickney, Wm. C.
Barrett, John A. Foster. James P. Lowrey,
Julien T. Davies, and others.

The President was groatly astonished yes-
terday, on going to the Senate to learn the
reason why his nomination of Mr. Williams
had not been confirmed, to find out that a
good many Administration Senators in regular
standing proposed to vote against him. He
had thought that nobody except a few news-
papers had any objection to the nomination.
The fact that there are Senatora who difter
from him 18 & new one, and it may prove
indigestible. But there are hopes entertained
at Washington that he will withdraw the
nomination. In that case an effort will be
made to abolish the office of Chief-Justice to
save the President the mortifieation of sending
in another name. If this fails, the couniry
will await with congiderabla interest tho an-
noancement of Gen, Grant's second choice for
Chief-Justice.

There i3 nothing in the news from Spain
this morning to modify the views we ex-
pressed yesterday in regard to the assumption
of power by Serrano. It is stated that he of-
fered a place in his Cabinet to Castelar, but
it 18 soareely mecessary to say that the offer
was refused. The change of Government ap-
peara to be generally aequiesced in throughout
Spain, It is natural enongh that the army
ahoulil aceept it, as the revolution was proba-
bly planned in concert, with the leading com-
manders, and Serrano  has always been the
fuvorite military politician of the country.
Iis accession is reccived with joy in Cuba, and
the Peninsulars there are eandid enongh to give
their rejoicings a trne mobarchical color.
They have betaken themselves to regilding
the crowns on the sterns of  their vessels and
to replacing the royal coat-of-arms ou the
publie buildings.

The House bill to regulate rates of freight
and fare on railways, agreed to in Commitioe,
thongh simple enongh in its strneture, is a
sweeping measure,  Briefly, 4t _proposes to de-
clure all railways crossing States as com-
mercinl highways; tlus wonld place them
under the copstitutioual regalation of Con-
gress; and it is proposed to regulate fares
and freight by the supervisory action of a
Commnnssion to be appointed by the President.
Whatever may be said of the right of Con-
gress to exercise such & power, the appoint-
mont of a Commission would just now be
regorded with some suspicion. Wa have not
been so fortunate in the matter of Govern-
ment Bailroad Divectors and Commissions that
stch a Board wonld be regarded with popular
eomplaceney.  Nevertheless, Mr.  MeCrary's
bill is an bonest and well-intentioned elfort in
the right direction.

et

The nomination of Mr. Husted may be
fairly taken, we suppose, a8 o trinmph of the
Weed element of the Repablican  party, as
aeainst the Ring managers, who have lately

aspired to the eontrol, and an indica-
tion of  the widening  breach  between
the ifwo. Mr. Weed flrst theught it

necessary to administer a decided rebuke to
the ambitious persons who had gained control
of the party organization, by bringing their
plans  for the last  State  campaizn to
confusion throngh the nomination of Gen.
iz, His  old  friends seem now  to
have given, quietly but with great decision,
their response o the warm  recommendation
of Mr. Prince for the Speakership by Senator
Conkling and Mr. Cornell, It is undeniable
that Mr. Husted haz wany qualifications
for the Speakership, aud take  him
all in all, is perhaps the most aceeptable par-
lismentarman available. As a reformer he ia
pretty eertain to maiutain at least as high a
standard as the Assembly over which be is
to be chosen to preside.
PR AR

The President has sent & message to Con-
gress in regard to the Virginius matter, which,
while it adds nothing to the information al-
ready in possession of the readers of Tur
TriBUNE, i8 & suecinet and intelli «<ible state-
ment of the course of the negotiations be-
tween the two Governments, and of their re-
sults, There is little that is new in the ac-
companying doeuments excepting those which
relate to the resignation of Gen. Sickles.
From these it appears that when Gen. Sickles
presented at Madrid the demands of the
United Siates in accordance with lus instroc-
tions from Washington, the Minister of For-
eign Affairs, Seiior Carvajal, was seized with
one of those attacks of Lspafiolisamo 8o com-
won among politicians of his race and flatly
refused the reparation demanded. This atti-
tude having been assumed in Madrid for the
purpose of affecting public opinion there, the
spanish Government simultaneously sent a
conciliatory dispatch to Washington evincing
a disposition to secedo to the American de-
mand. Seeretary Pish, who was not so op-
pressed by a semse of dignity as Sefor Car-
vajal, immediately opened negotiations with
Admiral Polo and earried them throngh to the
end. When the matter had been concluded,
Gen. Sickles, feeling that his usefulness had
been serionsly impairved by the eourse the ne-
gotiation had taken, tendered his resignation,
which after some delay was insisted upon and
tinally accepted.

The singularly winning and amiable charac-
ter of Rulph Kedler is admirably sketehed in
the gracetul letter from Mr. T, B, Aldrich
which we publish this mormmng. The quick
penctration and ready sywpathies of Mr.
Aldrich discerned in the young aunthor of
“ YVagabond Adventures" a nobility of natore
which the world did pot sospect, and a
promiae of which few even of Ralph Keeler's
closcst friends soem to have been aware. The
tragedy  on board the Cienfuegos cut
short a lite which onght to be long remem-
bered for its inspiriting lessons, as well as
ita Lyilliant and vow ruined hopes. What
that tragedy was we can hardly doubt soy

lougor, A suspicios bas buea exprossod Chak

Dheen

Mr. Kooler throw himsclf overboard while
temporarily derauged. For this belief there
seoms to be no foundation whatever, It isin-
consistent with all that we know of his tem-
per and disposition, and with all that we learn
of his conduet at Santiago from the officers of
the Juniata and other Americans with whom

he was in frequent intorcourse. He scems to,

have exposed himself rashly to the suspicion
of the Yolunteers by his zeal-in the service of
Tur Trisuse. He mingled constantly with
the Spaniards, talked with them freely, and
reported that he had obtained a great
maas of valuable and even startling informa-
tion which it was unsafe then to com-
mit to paper. Doubtless he was closely
watched all this while, followed on hoard the
steamer, and murdored—whether for his poli-
tica, or his profession, or his money, will per-
haps never be known. Our excellent Consul-
General at Havana, Mr. H. C. Hall, has
aliown the greatest encrgy and kindness in
the investigation of the mystery, and we can-
not doubt that everything possible will be
done by him and the consular officers at Man-
zanillo and Santiago to solve it.

TREASURY COMPROMISES.

It is high time that a thorough examination
were made into the practices conneeted with
the compromising of suits instituted for alleged
infractions of the revenue laws. Probably
most people will be amazed to see upon how
alight a foundation rests the authority hy
which the Treasury Department reviews the
proceedings of cvery revenne oflicer in the

land, brushes aside the proccedines of the
Woderat courts, and overrules the decisionsa of

the highest judicial officers in the Republic.
In the collection of customs especially there
are numerous pitfalls for unwary feet, as well
as numberless loopholes by which dishonest

importers may escape from justice.  Early
in the history of the United States
it was provided that final appeal in

certain cases might be made to, the Secretary
of the Treasury, so that persons who had in-
nocently transgressed the law might have a
final hearing where the facts would be re-
viewed by the light of eommon sense and the
aquitiea involved. By a statute of 1797 it was
provided that, after the United States District
Conrt bad decreed a fine, forfeiture, or pen-
alty, the defendant might carry up bis ease to
the Secretary of the Treasury. This was dis-
tinetly understood 1o be a provision which
ahonld cover all cages in which new evidenee
might have been diseovered, or in which ex-
tenuating eircumstances, not admissible ina
eourt of jusiice, might be urged. But, that

the dignity of the law might be in
no way offended, it was expressly pro-
vided that all  proceedings should  be
based upon  those already held in the

conrts whera the ease had been already de-
termined. The statute (o which we have re-
ferred provides that the claimant must notify
to all persons interested his intention to ap-
peal to the Treasury Department; he must
petition the U, 8. Distriet Judge, who shall
institute summary inguiry into the ease; all
the papers must bo sent to the Seeretary of
the Treasury ; and that functionary may remit
or mitigate the fine, forfeiture, or penalty,
“if, in his opinion, the same shall have becn
“inenrred without willful negligence or in-
“ tention of friud in the person or persons
“inearring the same.” Upon this eompara-
tively slight foundation las been reared the
prodigious fabric known as the Custom-hoase
compromise system—a system which compro-
mises with fraud, puts a spy in every mer-
chant's conuting-house, ereates a brood of av-
aricions informers and special agents, and
makes it possible for the most honest importer
to bocome involved in a web of fine entanglo-
ments from which there 18 no escape bat by
convietion for construetive offenses or by pay-
g a treibute which is nself a confession.

To say that this state of fucts is chargeablo
to » protective tarifl is childish.  An abuse of
a law cannot faicly bo mde an  argument
against the  principle  which underlies it.
Coarts at law sometimes hecome  instruments
of oppression,  Shall we, therefore, abolish
the courts? A clause in an aneient statute, as
we have shown, was originally intended to
give a last resort to innocent men who might
have been convicted on  technical  grounds,
Under that elanse, to all intents and purposes,
the laws relating to one clnss of offenses have
made  inoperative, 1T ie whole mat-
ter of  adjustment  bas  been  taken
ont of the ecourts amd lodged in the
Treasury Department. More than this, it
has been put into the hands of irre-
aponsible men, who are not publicly known at
all in the case. No intelligent person supposes
that the Secretary of the Treasury examines
the details of a case involving a few thousand
dollars and many nice construciions of law
and Treasury regulations, Subordinates in the
Depnrtment, the deeply interested seizing
officera and District-Attorney invariably fix
np the particulars of a compromise. These are
aceurately adjusted to the means of the strug-
gling victim and his anxiety to escape from
further persecution. In some instances there
may be a review of the proceedings in the
courta; generally, however, the motion for a
compromise goes straight from the first seizure
to the Treasury Department. A spawn of go-
betweens, * influence-men,” and shysters sur-
round the avenues through which the decision
of the Secretary must come. Within the past
twenty years & new race of “lawyers” has
been born; it is the business of these practi-
tioners to “ get cases through the Treasury.”
Every importer who has fallen into the evil
pet of the informers and Special Agents
knows the mysterious men who reach
through the law office of the Treasury De-
partment to the pen that signs his release or
writes out the price of his ransom. And a
large share of the money exacted of the en-
gnared importer is divided among these
harpics.

An open trial and oral decision in a court
of justice earry with them a weight of dignity
and influence which shonld satisfy all who see
and hear. Under the later practice of the
Treasary Department proceedings for the re-
covery of moneys alleged to be due the Gov.
ernment are condncted in seereey ; none know
how the decision is reached, and society is
not satisfied whether the defendant has
been fairly convicted or simply fleeced, A
single error in  an invoice will forfeit the
whole finvoice, which may be of immense
valne. The Treasury Department, given a
brief license in such a case, insists that the
courts shull not determine whether this was
willful negligence ; it seizes upon the whole
case, and, after indescribable delays and com-
munings, a final dictum is pronounced. If it
were not more profitable to the seizing
oficers to draw these proceedings out of the
courts than to leave them there for decision, this
demoralizing and oppressive practice would
ceass, It has grown up silently and unob-
served ; no one Administration is directly re-
svoumble for its oxistonce ; bub it myust cgume

to an end, unless we are prepared to substi-
tute private whim for public law,

PHILADRLPHIA.

The best fleld for beginning the eampaign
of reform which is indicated by everything in
the political world, is the State of Pennsyl-
vania. In fact it ia already begun there. The
popular interest displayed in the vote upon the
new Constitution and the enormous majority by
which it was carrled shows clearly that
where the people have most suffered through
political corruption the value of political in-
tegrity is most appreciated. The most import-
ant clanse of that Constitution, in its bearings
upon the politics of the State and the nation,
is that ope by which the October elee-
tions are abolished, and that wvast incent-
ive to corrnption taken away. During
this month there are important municipal
elections to be held in Pennsylvania. The
one upom which the gravest consequences
depend i3, of eourse, the one to be held in the
City of Philadelphia. It is there that the
combination of trading politicians who so long
held the State in their grasp has been most
impregnably fortified. Their frauds against
the treasury and the ballot-box have been
more shamelessly and defiantly committed
there than anywhere else. :

But even in Philadelphia the recent elections
showed a life and sctivity of the public con-
acience which gives the greatest encourage-
ment for the future to those who sincerely
desive reform. The election for Mayor this
month therefors assumes exceptional import-
eutt, If 1k io vassind by the houcat people, it
will be a great point gained in the fight which
ia not fur off. It is highly necessary that
there sball be no mistakes made in this
opening trial of atrength. There will be none
made, if the good citizens of Philadelphin,
who prefer honesty and good government to
mere party wranglings, who want a man of
capacity, of proved patriotism and public
gpirit, of national reputation and unquestioned
integrity, to give force and character to the
administration of their municipal affairs, will
come together, nominate for Mayor and elect
John W. Forney.

THE LATEST OUTRAGES IN BROOKLYN.

“ It is sufer to commit erime in DBrooklyn
“han to expose corrnption there When
this languoge was addressed to Gov. Dix o
fow days ago by Col. A. C. Davis in his argu-
ment against District-Attorney Brifton, it was
amiled at as an  exaggeration natural to the
occasion and argumeat, if not indeed wholly
untrue.  But occurrences subsequent to that
utteranee furnish proof that it was neither
unirath nor exaggeration, Since he spoke
what are now proved prophetic words, Lwo
plots have been coneocted in Brooklyn to im-
prison one person and to assassinate another,
for no other offense than the exposure of cor-
ruption there,

A subordinate writer of this journal was
lately imprisoned for refusing to give the pame
of the suthor of an article demouncing the
Brouklyn Ring, and though regularly relessed
on habeas corpus, he Lus been again summoned
to comrt on the same proceedings, forced to
tako a position which Brooklyn Ring judges
pronounce contempt of court, and will doubtless
be again sent to juil,

Happily the other, which contemplated
assassination, has failed as by a nuracle.
The facts of the attempted nssassination of
Judge 8. D. Morris were narrated yester-
day; and we commend their earcful study
to all residents of Brooklyn, that they may
understand what a desperate elass the corrpt
courts and District=Attorney of Kings County,
by their failure to punish known and indicted
eriminals, have encouraged in the * City of
“ Churches,” We do not pretend for a single
moment to intimate, as some do, that this
digbolical attempt ot assassination of a citizen
aetive in the exposure of the corruption in
office of Mr. Britton was a direct result of
the investigation. We shall not for the
present accept  even the theory advaneed
that the attempt was iastigated by the men
whose guilt was exposed by the late investi-
aution, for there is no proof of auy such thing,
But it esnnot be denied that the first thought
of every man who knows how relentlessly
Judge Morris has for two years pursued the
ruffians whom he as District-Attorney indicted
for frandulent voting (and whom his sueccessor
has as persistently protected) will be that some
person or persons of this elass instigated his
attempted assassination, It is idle to talk of
personal enemies resorting to such deeds; it
is to mistake human nature to suppose that
some person convicted by Judge Morris has
thus sought his revenge after his release from
prison. This erima was the work of men who
fear rather than of those who have suflored
conviction.

But by whom dona or by what molive in-
stigated, no man can shut his eyes to the fact
that the tendency of the udnmnistration of
the laws under District-Attorney Britton has
been to encourage the desperate and criminal
clussca. Two years of Britton have made this
attempt at assassination possible in the quict
city of years ago; it has come to this terror-
ism through a regular gradation of erime
from ballot-box stuffing to murder, and all in
two years. One year of vigorons prosecution
of the same class in New-York by District-
Aitorney Phelps has made New-York safor
to-day than its snburb, The contrast between
the fruits of honest administration here and
corruption in office there is too glaring to be
lost on the people of the two cities now strug-
gling for reform.

MUNICIPAL CHANGES,

Brooklyn has cause for congratulation in
the auspicions opening of ita new municipal
era. Mayor Hunter's message is a manly and
business-like document. It is characteristic of
the improved tone which Reform has infused
into Brooklyn polities, and strikes the key-
note, let us believe, of the new administration.
Mr. Hunter is naturally prompt to call a halt
in the steady march into municipal insol-
veney ; he makes up a compact statement of
the city debt, and showing how formidable
it is, he advises that rigid economy
be enforced pow, and that there shall
be no further increase of the public
indebtedoess. This protest of the Mayor
must net fall upon unheeding ears; it is en-
forced by illustrations apd argnments too
powerful for objection or cavil. He shows,
too, that much of the present oppressive debt
of the city ia due to special legislation, and
that such vicious law-making is partly charge-
able to public neglect. It ia pretty clear that
the new Mayor is in favor of self-government,
and that he will give small comfort to
sehemers who are after jobs through special
commissions and other political plans ot cor-
ruption.,

In onr own ecity wo have to chronicle a
curious overturn in one branch of the City
Governmeut. The Demoerats in the Board
of Assistant Aldermen bhave always been

restive under the rulo of their politied
adversaries. They have quietly organized
a cowp d'état, and yesterday succeeded
in electing & Democratic  President.
When the Board wns organized in 1873, it was
understood that “the era of good feeling” had
arrived and that political divisions were
tomporarily waived. Thia has passed away
and the party in power to-day is that
which was left in the minority at first by a
combination of some of itsa members with the
Republicans, It is evident, then, that the
Demoerats are to have the responsibility of
that brauch of the Municipal Legislature at
least,

A writer known as a New-York correspondent of
The Boston Jowrnal bas plunged into a pamphles
soiting forth the various excellences of President
Grant, and the conssquent propriety of giving him
o third term. In the first place, ** Gen. Grant is one
of the most intelligent talkists of the age;” he is one
of tho * ablest rulers” in the world; he “ puts on no
wira;” “ho reads daily seven newspapers, and has
the digest of 30 daily prints laid before him;” he is
* poticent "—in spite of being “an intelligent talk-
iat ;" be i not fondl of ovations; he has managed an
immonse debt with “ marvelons skill;” *“ all Presi-
dents” have put their relatives in office * more or
less:” “from the earliest civilization nations have
rewarded conguerors”’—therefore Gen. Graot may
tuke presents, Itisa pity that these apt and in-
genious reasons for redlection should be buried in
the Rev. Burleigh's pamphlet; we give them o
vhance to be soen.

ittt

Here is another awful example for theanti-tobaceo-

men. At Columbus, Ohio, s bank robber had sue-

ceasfully hrolon and antarad. when he conidn't ra-
siat the temptation of taking a pinch of snnff. His

sneczo betraved s presence ; and they don't allow
suufl in the penitentiary, either.

OF “VAGABOND ADFVEN-

TURES,)

i

A TRIBUTE TO RALPH KEELER BY T. B, ALDRICH,
To the BEditor of The Tridbune.

21: The mystery which surrounds the last hours
of Ralph Keeler—suggesting every kind of trage
Liypothesis, but leaving the tragedy, if there woere
auy, untold—has touched the sympathies of many
who were not, perhaps, familiar with the man or
Lis writings. It may not be ont of place here for me
taspeak briefly of both. At all events, I would
like, for the sako of old eomradeship, to say a few
words about Halph Keeler in these columns, to
which he gave the last labors of his pen.

It was in the Summer of 1868, if I remember, that
Mr. Koeler came to me with a letter of introduction
trom afriend in California. He was at that time
vary slight and boyish of figure, with that flonrish
in manner and conversation with which a eertain
kind of shy mun always fails to blind one to his
aliyness, e was, in fact, at once curionsly shy and
gegressive, iz instantancons assnmption thas I
was deeply interested in all his affairs wos so freah
4 trait of eharacter to me that 1 lacked the heart to
dispol liis illusion until it was too late; for I ended
by becoming very deeply interested.

Aftor remaining in Buston three or four weeks Mr.
Kaclor depurted abraptly.  Iheard of him from time
to time delivering loctures in varions towns, Fast and
West, but did not see him agmun until the following
veur, when he returned to Boston, and finally made
big home in Combridge—if it can be said of Keeler
that he made Lis home snywhere, To state it cor-
rectly, he secured s room in the old University
town, and ocenvied it at irregular intervals during
the poxt five or six years, 1t was at this period
that professional work and inelination brought us
freguently in company,

Koeler cama of an excellont family T believe, Tn
one of the satly chapters of his ** Vagabond Adven-
tures” he hints a8 much, in a half deprecatory way,
a& if it were not becoming in a vagabond to have too
respoctable antecedents. e hints at it darkly, so
to speak. Of his early life, which waa a singularly
awl one, this book appears to be o faithful aceount,
Thestoty, as I haye beard it from his lips, does not dif-
{er in esseutinls from the printed narrative. It can
thore ba seen that Keeler, who was born in Ohio,
lost both Lis parents in his infancy, and at his
reuth or elaventh year found his surroundings so
intolorable that he ran away from the home pro-
vided for him, and never returned to it. * I gave
up,” o used to say, * what I have ever since heen
struzeling to gain,”  Not that he regretted this
particular home, It is due,” he writes, * to both
of ns—the home and myself—to observe that it was
not & very attraciive hearth I ran from. My fatber
and mother wore dead, and oo brothers or sisters of
wine woere there,—nothing at all, indeed, like affec-
tion, but something very wmueh like its opposite.”
This is the only bitter passage in the hook, through-
out which the light-heartedness i3 pathetic. He
sseaped from the honse in Buflalo et night, and
aperpted himself in a neighboring stable until he
obtained a place as steward's assistant on board the
steamboat Dismond. Then began the little vaga-
bond's adventnres,—a squalid life among wharves,
anid steamboats, and railway stations.

First he is eabin-boy on board the Baltic; then
traiu-boy on the Michigan Southern and Northern
Indiana Railroad, selling economically-composed and
fatal lemonade; now he is the infant phenomenon of
Kunkel's Band of negro minstrels; now he is end
man in Johnny Booker’s Ethiopian Troupe; now he
is deifting down the Mississippi, with sacred wax
statuary and stoffed aninals, in Dr. Bpaulding’s
Floating Palace ; now we find him with that burnt
cork washed off—miraculous transformation! study-
ing the classica in 8t. Vincent's College, at Cape Girar-
deau, where he remains sixteen happy months, sud
picks up enough pure French to last him a life-time.
Now he ig elerk in the Toledo Post-Office—somaghing
of & come-down, we should say, though still a man of
lotters—and now he is steerage passenger on sn Eu-
glish steamer, heading for Queenstown. From Lon-
don he goes to Paris; thenee to Heidelberg. He is
astudent in the famous Karl Rupert University,
and wina his diploma, too, (this end man,} making
pedestrian tours meanwhile through Italy, the Tyrol,
Switzerland, France and Bavaria, wearing the cos-
tume and speaking with the accent of a veritable
Handwerksbarsoh.

All this Mr. Keeler has related himself with a
fidelity which I suspected at first. Especially did I
suspect the negro minstrel portions of his auto-
biography, until one or twoof those same old min-
atrels turned up in my presence and hailed with
decorons and subdued joy the infant phenomenon of
other days. How many'boys, [ wonder, placed in
Keeler's circnmstances, would have graduated at
Heidelberg ! Fate evidently intended to make a
worthless fellow of him ; he scorned Fate, and made
a gentleman and s scholar of himself.

On returning from Europe, Keeler went to Cali-
fornia. Of his eareer there I kuow nothing. I be-
liove he wrote for the San Francisco press, and 1
think he told me he taught French and German for
s while in some academy. In 1868 he came to Bos-
ton, as T have stated. He went abroad sgain in 1972,
remaining about eight or ten months.

In spite of his varied knowledge of life—gained in
those long and curious pilgrimages beyond the sea,
aa woll 04 by extensive travel in his own land—Mr.
Keclor rotained in many things the mmnocence and
sitoplicity of inexperience. His unworldliness and
want of tact, socially, often led conventional people
to underrate his sterling qualities. He had a hun-
dred smnall faults in this sort. but looking back upon
them now, I ase how they were mora than atoned
for by an eruisbility so unforced and sweet that it
conld have flowed ouly from s loyal and generons
Lieart,

I never knew o man with so little bitterness in his
nature. His ehildbood, as we have seen, was murkod
by negleet and eruelty; adverse fates must have
rocked his cradle; he was adeift upon the world
when e was ouly ten years oll, The world s a
hard step-ruother for strong men and women—but
for a little ctuld ! Ho suffered cold and hunger, aod
koew none of the pleassnrea of boyhod; he bwd no
boyhood. He was a little sharp-tacod obl mau from
the flse: 1t was vulv afterward that ha vraw vonne
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Human natnrs fnat not have scemed to him bub-
blingover with sympathy and kindness in thoss
days; but ho cherished no resentment. He mever
lost his faith in the goodness of human nature, He
romembered, with an exoess of gratitude, only the
Pﬂrn:m who bad been kiod to him when ho wae a
waif.

His sarly harsh experiences laft thoir traces upom
his character, of course. He owed to his gipay life
among minstrels and cireus folk a whimaical habit
of looking at men distinguished in literaturs or in
art us suceessfil showmen who had bad a remarks-
bly attractive programme to start with, or had man-
aged their little wax-works with great clavernoss.
He waa fond of classifying popular anthors, assign-
ing them to varions lines of business in circuses snd
theaters and menageries. ** There's Blank, now,"” he
ones said to me, mentioning & well-known and
rather heavy didactic novelist, * he is doing the
moral elephant.” Keeler was only half in earneat in
the matter ; but he was half in earnest, and 1t often
prevented him from doing serious work, Ho waa,
however, outgrowing this eynicism, and passing be-
yond the intlnence of other delusions engondarad by
the hardshipa of his youth, He saw his way clear to
something like saccess, He had only to aequire the
habit of systematic and continuous lahor—which his
rambling existenco had hitherto made antagonistio
~to reach an enviable rank asa journalist or s o
litteratewr, <~

It wna, howevar, a4 a journalist, and more ea-
pecially a8 a correspondent, that he had given the
most promise. His letters from the Sonth and Waat,
contributed to Every Saturday, iu 1570-1; his recent
article on Geneva, in Harper's Magazine, and lastly,
his letters to Tur Trisuxe, from Cuba, all svince
that quick eye and sympathetic pen which mada his
services as specia) correspondent so valuable.

Mr. Keoler published only two books, so far sl
am aware—a boyish noval, * Gloverson and lis Siient
Partner,” of which ho was soon not proud, and
“Vagabond Adventures,” a very entertzining vol-
nme, though that, too, fell below his subscquent
standard. At tho time he left Custar, Obio, to assnims
the post of Cuban correspondent for Tie TrisvNe, he
was preparing & work on John Brown, for which he
had gathered a mass of fresh matenal illustrating
some atriking and little known passages in the life of
the old hero, [infer from a lettor which Mr. Kooler
wrote to ma in Beuteq.wr last that he had nearly
completed the book. "The manuscript is probably in
the possession of Lis brother, at Custar, in whose
honse Keeler was always a welcomo guest. He had
& room there, which e was accustomed to ocoupy
when he was engaged in work requiring quiet and
seclusion, The mention or several sketches of char-
seter or travel contributed to various magazines, &
translation of George Saud's Le Marguis de Villemer,
and a number of hirief book reviews in The Atlantia
Monthly, completes the list of his publications. Ha
was not a voluminous writer, and nothing he wrote
was so remarkable as lns personal experience, or ao
interesting as himself,

We honor the man who, starting in 11fs a poor and
friendless boy, becomes through his own exertions
a milhonaire—a millionaire, aud npothiag mors,
What honor then should we pay to a man like Ralph
Keeler, who, withont aid or exampls, lifta himsolf
from out the most demoralizing associations, works,
starves, strnggles for culture as men atruggle for
gold, and wins at last & noble foothold, the maater
of five or six languages, and the possessor of a stors
of general knowledge that would put to the blush
eight ont of ten college-trained men?

He has left behind him neither book nor versa
that adequately represents bis ability. He haa, por-
haps, dous better than that—he haa left us tho heroio
example of a man who might haye evaded danger
without incurring any special reproach, bmt who
preferred to face death rather than ghrink from tha
duties he had assumed. THOMAS BAILEY ALDRICH.

Cambridge, Mass., Jan. 3, 1874,

POLITICAL NOTES,

Gov. Whyte's friends in the Maryland Legis
lature, which meets to-mortow, are &0 confident of his
elsotion to the United States Senito that they decline to
do any canvassing 1o hia interest.

The Portsmouta Republican delegation to
the New-Hampstire State Convention will voto unsol

mously for Witism H. Y. Hackott for Govarnor. Wm. E
Chandler of Concerd will als0 e pressutod a3 s csndl-

te,

The Illinois Legislature, which meeta at
Spriogfleld to-day, is declarad by the Btale proas to be
fllegal. Tt1san adjourned session of laat year's Logis-
lature, after & recess of aight mouths, snd meets in di-
ot violation of the apirit of tbe Cousttiutioo, which
provides fur biennlal sesalous only.

Mississippi newspapers report that Senator
Amoa will resign bis seat eacly thisfwonth, snd go with
his family to Jackson, to prepare for his inangurstion as
Governor. He will then deoide wheslier he will sorve as
Governor or be redlected o the Henato, Whether he
will do eltber will depend upon the decision of the Bu-

we Court of the State upon the comstitutionslity of

14 election as Goveruor.

The Pennsylvania Honse will meet at noon,
and the Senate at 3 p. m. today. Neatly all the mem-
bers of both branches have arrived at Harnaburg, Mr.
Btrang will probably be slected Speaker of the Senate,

snd Mr. McCormiok of Allsghany Countv seems to be

fixed upou sa Speaker of the Houss. Dr. Shorlock of

Beaver County, in o tion to Mr, Balfrid !
By aigetad Chiof Clork of the et
Both Houses of the General Assembly of
Virginis adopted, yesterday, & series of resolutions de-
olaring that the bill now before Congress, kuown a4 the
Civil Righta bill, 18 to violation of the Fourissalh
Amendment, as interprated by the Bnpreme Court, sa
infringement on the constitutionsl snd lagislative pow-
ers of the States, sectionsl Lo ita operation, and injurions
alike to the white aod colored population of the South,

ern States, and that the people of Virginia, through the
Legslatore, Iy prot galust this Wil aod in-
struct thelr Beuators and reqiest their Kepresantatives
in Congress firmly, but respectiully, W0 oppose its pas
[T N

The new City Council of Philadelphia as-
sambied yesterday, George A. Downluk wed aleoted
President of the Select Council, and A. Wilson [lanszay,
Prealdent of the [Common Councll. The Mayor's mes
sage, which was read, calls attention to the Centonnisl
Exposition, and says: * Upon you in & groat messure
will devolve the duty of making our cily worthy the
Donpor that is conferred upon her. Perlaps wiliions of
our own people, and thousands from sbroad, will be our
gneats upon that oocaalon, and It belooves us to prossub

ab appearance equsl, at all events, and, If posaible,

perior, Lo say city of the Hepublic. This can be made
an svent of such incaloulable valuo to our fellow-cifl-
zens, that any fallure now will bring lasting and de-
served dhzl:m upon thoss whoso duly it Was W secure
it "

PERSONAL,

The Rev. Dr. E. €. Hines is lecturing in
the West on Prison Reform.

James E. Harvey, formerly Minister to Por-
tagal, sud more recently editor of The Washinglon
Patriof, 18 to be the editor of The New Age al Philadel-
phia.

For 45 years the Rev. E. R. Gilbert has
been pastor of & churcl 1o Walllngford, Conn. He vow
retires with the honorary fitls of Pastor Ewmaritus, an
snuuity for five years, and tho uss of tho parsonage
until it le otherwise needod. y

Capt. Burton, the African explorer, haa dis-
covered at Castillierl, iu Istria, sdwe siuguiar sdificos,

of which e made piaus, and which he describes as
# tlie most aocieut that he bas yet weon.” Ths founds
tions BPPeAr LW be Wore Aacient than the * oycluposa™

structures at Mycenal.

Hong Chin Foo, the son of an officer in the
Chiness Government, aud who has boen educated in this
country, has taken the lecturs platform. He maxos hie
debut in Detroit this week, in Lhres leotures, Hin sub-
Jeots are Clinese Literature, Scicnce, Ari, and Govers:
went; Chinese Manuers and Costoms, wnd Confuclios.

Bishop Reinkens hasa issued a reply to the
Pope’s Eucyclical, in which the following passage o8-
ours: “Tha Pope who was moab foarcd, sod who wes
eurroutded wish the greatest splendor n;hmnh, Ineo

condemned tho English Magna Charla, cursed
f?.“'.:L'l:m to the heavenly and lerresirial

alust it, wad struck 16 with bls anathema Hker-
at Nevertheless, the Charts did not fall;

wado of Eugl Rreat; and who will say
that :;u”sm“m naa lost iis Chrlatisuiy 1

Commander Cheyn of the English Royal
Navy, who liss already boen conueciod with thres Arello
explorations, offurs to lead a fresh voluntary axpelition
it the Government refuses to send out ooe of lis own
vessels. o would taks & veasel of 150 tons with a crew

of 30, but would profor & threc-masted uun;r of &
lorse power, with s orew of 27, und provisions threa

Bars, #s e proposss o Le awaey Lhal length of tune.
10 hopes to reach the Nocth Pole 1n his 4 year,
but will remain & year longer ;:rnﬂ

woalugical and scloalitle oxplocatious, o,
bLo cont ab AL -



